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There are 5 Platonic solids. Their names are tetrahedron, hexahedron, octahedron, 
dodecahedron and icosahedron. Each is a polyhedron that consists of a set of 
identical faces that are regular polygons. The faces of a platonic solid may be 
numbered to create a platonic die. The most common example is the 6-sided die 
which is formed by numbering the 6 square faces of a hexahedron. 

Platonic Dice is a work in progress. When finished, it shall consist of 5 pieces. Each 
piece shall be created by using musical material derived from the mathematical 
properties of one of the Platonic dice. Hexahedron is the first piece to be completed 
in the set.

For additional information, visit http://www.greschak.com on the World Wide Web.

I hereby place this work that I have authored into the public domain and in the 
process abandon all copyright protection.

Note from the Composer

John Greschak
2000



Notation

Barlines and beams should have no accentual implications.

Time signatures have been omitted.

The tuplet numbers 3, 5, 6 and 7 represent the ratios 3:2, 5:4, 6:4 and 7:4, respectively. 
Incomplete tuplets (e.g. 1 of 3 eighth notes in the time of 2 eighth notes) are notated with a 
flat bracket for which the trailing hook is shortened and directed away from the staff. For 
example, see measure 93.

A vertical stack of dynamic markings below a chord indicates the dynamic level of each note 
in the chord. A right arrow is placed immediately after a marking that continues to be in 
effect after the chord has ended.

Courtesy dynamic markings are enclosed in parentheses.

Right-angled brackets Æ and Ø are used in conjunction with a given articulation to indicate 
that the articulation affects a sequence of notes. A pair of bracketed articulations has the 
same effect as if all notes from that which is marked with Æ through that which is marked 
with Ø were marked with the articulation.

In the absence of brackets, articulations affect only those notes or chords above or below 
which they are positioned, with the exception of tied notes. An articulation that is positioned 
at a given note in a sequence of tied notes affects all notes in the sequence after the given 
note.

The articulations ∞ and ± which indicate an exaggerated fundamental and exaggerated 
overtones, respectively, may be realized by playing over the fingerboard (sul tasto) for ∞ and 
near the bridge (sul ponticello) for ±.

All harmonics are notated at actual pitch.

All tremolos are unmeasured bowed tremolos.

All glissandos should be smooth slides that progress gradually from one pitch to another 
without articulating intermediate pitches. They should begin immediately after the initial pitch 
is sounded.

Accidentals affect only those notes which they immediately precede, with the exception of 
tied notes. Accidentals are never repeated on tied notes.



Articulation Symbols

Dynamic Symbols

ô

≠

ö

¨

õ

´

ú

™

ù

©

û

normal

ü

®

†

ß

°

¶

¢

•

£

§

Pizzicato

Mute

Senza Vibrato

Tremolo

Harmonic

On First String

On Second String

On Third String

On Fourth String

On Third and Fourth Strings

Exaggerate Fundamental

Exaggerate Overtones

Accent (louder than prevailing dynamic)

Breve (softer than prevailing dynamic)

Tenuto (longer than normal)

Staccato (shorter than normal)

Ä

Å

Ç

É

U

Ü

á

à

â

ä

∞

±

ã

å ç

é

è



Viola 1 Violin 2 Cello 2
Violin 1 Cello 1 Viola 2

The line segments of the path Vn1, Va1, Vc1, Vn2, Va2 and Vc2
should form four right angles.

Duration

11 minutes 42 seconds

Position of the Instruments
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